
  
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMIT AGENDA: 
 
Tuesday, October 18, 2016 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Arrival and registration 
2:00 pm – 2:45 pm  Opening remarks 
2:45 pm – 3:00 pm  Future challenges of leadership in Africa 
3:00 pm – 4:15 pm Revitalize growth in the changing global geo-economic 

scenario 
4:15 pm – 4:45 pm  Coffee break 
4:45 pm – 6:00 pm Share experience and technology to foster competitiveness and 

sustainability in agribusiness 

Transfer to the Italian Club in Johannesburg 
7:30 pm    Welcome Cocktail 
8.30 pm    Gala Dinner 
 
Please confirm if you will be attending the Gala Dinner and if you will be bringing a 
guest (if you are, please, provide the person’s name and surname and indicate if 
he/she is a family member, business associate, or other).  
Only if this information was not provided at the time of registration 
 
Please let us know if you have special dietary requirements. 
 
 
Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

8:30 am – 9:00 am Arrival and registration 
9:00 am – 10:30 am  Increase competitiveness and growth through new approaches 

and tools in decentralised cooperation 
10:30 am – 11:00 am Coffee break 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm  Design together a strategic roadmap for the completion of 

automotive value chain 
12:30 pm – 1:45 pm Lunch 
1:45 pm – 3:15 pm Cooperate in the energy sector to overcome the challenges of 

the future 
3:15 pm – 3:45 pm Coffee break 
3:45 pm – 5:15 pm  Team up to reap latest opportunities arising from digital 

revolution 
5:15 pm – 6:00 pm Closing remarks 

Transfer via Gautrain to Pretoria 
07:30 pm Reception at the Residence of the Italian Ambassador 
 
Italian Ambassador S.E. Pietro Giovanni Donnici has the pleasure of inviting 
you to a buffet dinner at the Ambassador’s Residence in Pretoria. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please confirm if you will be attending the buffet dinner and if you will be bringing a 
guest (if you are, please, provide the person’s name and surname and indicate if 
he/she is a family member, business associate, or other).  
Only if this information was not provided at the time of registration 
 
 
Confirmed speakers: 

Marco Arzilli (Secretary of State for Industry, Handicraft and Trade, Republic of San 
Marino); Gian Luca Bagnara (Chairman, Texere); Phindile Baleni (Director General, 
Gauteng Province, South Africa); Willem Basson (Project Champion for the Rust De 
Winter Super Agri-Park Project; Deputy-President, Agri-Gauteng); Stefano Bonaccini 
(Governor, Emilia-Romagna Region, Italy); Paolo Borzatta (Senior Partner, The 
European House - Ambrosetti); Claudio Ceresani (CEO, Perago); Antonio Cimato 
(Chairman, Italian-South African Chamber of Trade and Industries; Chairman, Efficient 
Engineering); Carmelo Cocuzza (Head of Regional Representation, Southern Africa and 
Indian Ocean, European Investment Bank); Marcus Cornaro (Ambassador of the 
European Union to the Republic of South Africa); Barbara Degani (Deputy Minister for 
Environment and Protection of Land and Sea, Italy); Valerio De Molli (Managing 
Partner & CEO, The European House - Ambrosetti); Pietro Giovanni Donnici 
(Ambassador of Italy to South Africa); Alec Erwin (Chairman, Ubu Investment Holdings; 
former Minister of Public Enterprises and former Minister of Trade and Industry, South 
Africa); Frederik Geertman (Chief Commercial Officer, UBI Banca); Eleni Giokos 
(Africa Correspondent, CNNMoney); Wendy Luhabe (Chairman, Women Private Equity 
Fund); David Malemolla Makhura (Premier of Gauteng, South Africa); Peter 
Malungani (Founder and Executive Chairman, PEU Group); Maurizio Mariano 
(Attorney, Co-Founder and Director, BBM Law Firm); David Masondo (CEO, 
Automotive Industry Development Centre - AIDC); Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah 
(Minister of International Relations and Cooperation and Deputy Prime Minister, Republic 
of Namibia); Tseke Nkadimeng (CEO, Afric Oil); Ndaba Ntsele (Chairman and Co-
Founder, Pamodzi Investment Group; President, the Black Business Council, South 
Africa); Claudio Nucci (General Manager, Ansaldo Energia, Italy); Paolo Olivero 
(Country Leader South Africa, CLN-MA Group); Lapo Pistelli (Senior Vice President, 
ENI; former Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Italy); 
Fabrizio Sala (Deputy Governor for Social Housing, EXPO, International and European 
Relations and Business Internationalisation, Lombardy Region, Italy); Nomatemba 
Tambo (Ambassador of South Africa to Italy); Stergomena Tax (Executive Secretary, 
Southern African Development Community - SADC); Luca Vecchi (Mayor, Municipality 
of Reggio Emilia, Italy); Fabrizio Zago (CEO, Building Energy); Lindiwe Zulu 
(Minister for Small Business Development, South Africa). 

 

 

  



  
 
 
 
 
 

COLLATERAL ACTIVITIES AND SIDE EVENTS: 
 
We are also pleased to invite the attendees to the “South Africa-Italy Summit” to take part 
to additional collateral activities and side events organised and promoted by our 
partners and sponsors in the days before and after the Summit, as listed below: 
 
 
Monday, October 17, 2016 (7:30 pm) – Johannesburg 

Opening event of the 16th “Week of the Italian Language in the World” (17-23 October 
2016) in occasion of the “South Africa-Italy Summit”, promoted by Emilia Romagna 
Region Cultural Department and the Italian Cultural Institute in Pretoria: 
 

 
“I Bislacchi, a tribute to Fellini” 

Monday, October 17, 2016 
07:30 pm – Free admission 

UJ Arts and Culture - The Arts Centre  
(Corner Kingsway and University Road, Kingsway Campus, Auckland Park, Johannesburg) 

 
 
The performance by Artemis Danza Company pays homage to the universe of the great 
Italian director Federico Fellini. The dancers re-enact and elaborate images, scenes and 
characters from some of the films of this master of cinema. 

 
 

ZYX 
 
 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016 – Johannesburg 

 
Opening of the 

“CNR-CSIR Bilateral Symposium on Energy, Water and Environment” 
organised by Italy’s National Research Council (CNR) and  

the South African Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
 

 

Further details on the Symposium program and venue will follow on request. 
 

ZYX 
 

  



  
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 (all day long) – Gauteng Province 

Two business trips have been planned on October 20, respectively to the North and to 
the South of the Gauteng Province, the economic and industrial heart of South Africa 
(about 35% of national GDP and 41% of national manufacturing Value Added). 
 

 
Northern Gauteng business trip 

“Discovering South Africa’s excellences: 
innovation hubs and automotive parks” 

 
 
This business trip has been conceived primarily for companies operating in the automotive 
sector. It includes a visit the Innovation Hub in Pretoria (Technology Incubator 
Centre), established by the Gauteng Provincial Government in 2001 and Sub-Saharan 
Africa’s first internationally accredited and leading science and technology park.  
From there, it will continue towards Rosslyn, with a visit to the Automotive Supplier 
Park (ASP), an automotive hub run by the Automotive Industry Development Centre 
(AIDC), housing various automotive component manufacturers, suppliers and service 
providers to OEMs including BMW, Nissan, Ford and Tata.  
The visit will then continue at the Automotive Learning Center (a project launched in 
collaboration with Nissan), and at the facilities of MA Group. Return to Johannesburg is 
planned for around 4:00 pm. 
 
 

 
Southern Gauteng business trip 

“Leveraging South Africa’s socio-economic heritage: 
the role of new technologies, entrepreneurship and agribusiness” 

 
 
This business trip will include a visit to the Soweto township, the site of the historic 
student revolt in 1976 that was bloodily put down.  
Following this, a visit to the Sebokeng township, where the Southern Gauteng 
Science and Technology Park is located, the campus of the Vaal University of 
Technology (VUT) - where research activity is carried out on 3D printing, advanced 
computing, agro-processing projects, and other technological fields. The visit will include a 
Workshop with young entrepreneurs who will present their case studies and business 
ideas. 
The next stop will be a visit to an agri-park based into a township for fruit and vegetable 
production, an initiative promoted by the Gauteng authorities which are very committed to 
this project. 

 
ZYX 

 
  



  
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 (09:00 am - 12:00 pm) – Johannesburg 

BonelliErede, in collaboration with Werksmans Attorneys, the Consulate General of Italy 
in Johannesburg and SACE, is pleased to invite the Summit attendees to the: 

 
“South Africa - Italy Summit: Doing Business in South Africa” 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 
09:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Werksmans Attorneys 

(155, 5th Street, Sandton, Johannesburg, 2196) 
 

This collaborative workshop has been purposely timed the day after the 2016 South Africa 
- Italy Summit organized by The European House - Ambrosetti, taking place on 18 and 19 
October 2016. 
The nature of this event is designed to gather captains of industry from both Italian and 
South African entities and institutions, allowing open dialogue on Italian investment 
opportunities in South Africa.  
The objective is to grant a better understanding of the tools available to evaluate the 
manifold business prospects that South Africa offers. 
 
Confirmed speakers: 
Marco Petacco (Consul General of Italy in Johannesburg); Giorgio Traietti (Account 
Manager East Africa, SACE); Paolo Borzatta (Senior Partner, The European House - 
Ambrosetti); Eric Levenstein (Director, Werksmans Attorneys); Jared Nickig 
(Director, Werksmans Attorneys); Stephan Lochner (Director, Werksmans Attorneys); 
Gianpiero Succi (Partner, BonelliErede); Gianfranco Veneziano (Partner, 
BonelliErede); Vincenzo Salvatore (Of Counsel, BonelliErede); Federico Pacelli 
(Senior Counsel, BonelliErede); a representative of the Commercial Office of the Italian 
Embassy in South Africa. 
 
This informative session will be followed by a luncheon to conclude the day. 
 
RSVP 
For more information: events@belex.com 
 

ZYX 


